
Neurological Outlier 

Researcher, and now professor, Dr. Christopher Kent has often said that “when it 

comes to data findings, one man’s outlier, or junk data, is another man’s significant 

finding”.  In most research findings are chosen by reducing to the mean and gathering 

what occurs most often and calling that statistically significant.  And, when there is a 

“rule-breaker”, that is, something that doesn’t apply to the reduced mean there is often 

not a model for understanding it.   

Such is the case with one neurological outlier.  In fascinating research published origi-

nally in 2007 in the Lancet researchers reported on a 44-year-old French man who pre-

sented to his medical doctor complaining of mild left leg weakness.  Doctors followed up 

with an CT scan to assess potential neurological etiology and discovered that this man 

had 90 percent of his brain missing.   

At age 6 months this man had developed hydrocephalus and a ventriculoatrial shunt 

was installed to regulate fluid movement. At age 14 the shut was adjusted after he ex-

perienced ataxia and paresthesia in the left leg.  At the time of study, 30 years after 

the last shunt adjustment, researchers found the vast majority of his brain missing (see 

link for images).   

They hypothesized that the hydrocephalus had slowly eroded the brain over time and 

had been existing unbeknownst to this man.  He had a job as a civil servant, was a fa-

ther of two and tested with an IQ of 75, which is considered in the “average” range.  A 

paper by Cleermans proposes a sort of radical neuroplasticity.  While the brain was be-

ing eroded it simultaneously stayed plastic and adapted all of its function and assigned 

it to new available areas.  This challenges some of the more “hard wired” views of the 

brain that suggest that specific areas of the brain directly correspond to specific func-

tions.   
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This neurological outlier invites us to questions what we know about the brain and con-

sciousness.  Many researchers still create a direct connection between the two even 

though there is no evidence to suggest that the brain has any capability to actually 

generate consciousness.  In fact, some (Hameroff, Penrose) suggest that consciousness 

may be an inherent property of matter rather than it just showing up in the brain.   

So we round back to the question on what consciousness is and how it inter-relates 

with the body. Cleermans (mentioned above) suggests that the brain “learns” con-

sciousness as it develops.  The inherent issue with that is who is teaching it and where 

is it coming from?  If all brains naturally “learn” consciousness must still exist as a 

thing extrinsic to the brain itself. 

Dr. Donald Epstein, developer of Reorganizational Healing, has suggested that con-

sciousness is not an isolated event inside the body but rather and organizing principle 

or force that uniquely animates the body non-locally.  Given this viewpoint we get the 

opportunity to see the brain not as a generator of consciousness but rather as a receiv-

er.  We get to ask “if the brain is receiving information from non-local sources is it as 

dependent on the full structure of the brain as previously assumed?” What we know for 

certain is that the entirety of the brain was not necessary for this particular French man 

who had just 10% of his gray matter and maintain full consciousness, functionality, and 

that, this exception does not specifically disprove the rule.  Observing aspects of the 

Reorganizational framework through this lens may also provide clarity.  Specifically, we 

can see how the Energetic Intelligences are aspects or manifestations of this non-local 

intelligence. 

Hameroff and Penrose (and others) are also aligned with this a non-local view of con-

sciousness.  They have proposed a specific mechanism that suggest that there are 

quantum actions occurring in cellular microtubules that might be bridging the quantum 

and Newtonian world.   

The understanding of the interplay of the material and immaterial continues to evolve 

as does the interplay of the brain and consciousness. It is becoming increasingly clear 

that traditional view of the brain as the generator of consciousness is losing ground af-

ter remaining unproven for so long and that the concepts offered in Reorganizational 

Healing offer applications that align with much of the most cutting edge of conscious-

ness research. 

http://www.sciencealert.com/a-man-who-lives-without-90-of-his-brain-is-challenging-

our-understanding-of-consciousness 
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